
Howard University
2020 Central Campus Plan

March, 2020 ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

CASE NO.20-08
EXHIBIT NO.3A1





Howard University
2020 Central Campus Plan

EHT TRACERIES Historic Preservation
Lee and Associates, Inc
R. McGhee & Associates
VIKA Capitol
Brailsford & Dunlavey
Gorove Slade

PLANNING TEAM



Howard Universityi

Preface
	 Figures & Tables

Section 1
Executive Summary
1.1 	 Introduction

	 1.1.1 	 University Overview

	 1.1.2 	 Campus

	 1.1.3 	 Scope of the Campus Master Plan

1.2 	 Planning for The Future

	 1.2.1 	 Planning Principles

	 1.2.2 	 Future Campus Needs

	 1.2.3 	 Transportation & Parking

1.3 	 Conservation

	 1.3.1 	 Historic Resources

	 1.3.2 	 Landscape and Open Space

	 1.3.3 	 Sustainability

1.4 	 Building Renovation, & Decommissioning  

1.5 	 Involving the Community

	 1.5.1 	 Community Engagement

Section 2
Howard University District of Columbia
	 Howard in DC 	

2.1 	 Origins

2.2	  Who We Are

	 2.2.1 	 Academic Profile

	 2.2.2 	 Student Body & Achievements

	 2.2.3 	 Research Achievements

	 2.2.4 	 HU Health Sciences

	 2.2.5 	 Service Achievements

2.3 	 Mission, Vision & Strategic Plan

	 2.3.1 	 The Howard Forward Strategic Plan

2.4 	 Neighborhood Context

	 2.4.1 	 Campus Location & Community

	 2.4.2 	 Institutional & Community Collaboration

Table of Contents

V

16
16
17	               
18     
26	
27	               
27	              
28

30	
32
33
33
36

2
2
3
4
6
6
6
10
11
11
11
11
11
14
14



iiMarch 2020 l Central Campus Plan 

2.5 	 Community Relations

	 2.5.1 	 HU Community Association

	 2.5.2 	 Consensus Based Planning

	 2.5.3 	 Major Events and Impacts

2.6 	 Economic Contributions	 		

Section 3
Existing Campus Context	                 	              
3.1 	 Central Campus Context3.1 	 Central Campus Context
	 3.1.1 	 Anacostia Watershed	 3.1.1 	 Anacostia Watershed

	 3.1.2 	 The DC Comprehensive Plan	 3.1.2 	 The DC Comprehensive Plan

	 3.1.3 	 Campus Zoning and Land Use	 3.1.3 	 Campus Zoning and Land Use

	 3.1.4 	 Central Campus Boundary	 3.1.4 	 Central Campus Boundary

3.2 	 Campus History & Historic Resources3.2 	 Campus History & Historic Resources
	 3.2.1 	 Character & Development History	 3.2.1 	 Character & Development History

	 3.2.2 	 Architectural Character of the Campus	 3.2.2 	 Architectural Character of the Campus

	 3.2.3 	 Historic Landmark Properties	 3.2.3 	 Historic Landmark Properties

	 3.2.5 	 Historic Preservation Study	 3.2.5 	 Historic Preservation Study

3.3 	 Existing Buildings by Use3.3 	 Existing Buildings by Use
	 3.3.1 	 Existing Building Conditions	 3.3.1 	 Existing Building Conditions

	 3.3.2 	 Instructional Space Utilization Analysis	 3.3.2 	 Instructional Space Utilization Analysis

	 3.3.3 	 Analysis Process Diagram	 3.3.3 	 Analysis Process Diagram

	 3.3.4 	 Instructional Space Inventory	 3.3.4 	 Instructional Space Inventory

	 3.3.5 	 Residence Life Inventory	 3.3.5 	 Residence Life Inventory

3.4 	 Existing Landscape & Open Space3.4 	 Existing Landscape & Open Space
	 3.4.1 	 Campus Character	 3.4.1 	 Campus Character

	 3.4.2 	 Open Space	 3.4.2 	 Open Space

	 3.4.3 	 Monuments & Legacy	 3.4.3 	 Monuments & Legacy

	 3.4.4 	 Tree Canopy	 3.4.4 	 Tree Canopy

	 3.4.5 	 Topography & Vistas	 3.4.5 	 Topography & Vistas

	 3.4.6 	 Pervious Surface	 3.4.6 	 Pervious Surface

3.5	  Existing Circulation & Parking3.5	  Existing Circulation & Parking
	 3.5.1 	 Roadways	 3.5.1 	 Roadways

	 3.5.2 	 Pedestrian Network	 3.5.2 	 Pedestrian Network

	 3.5.3 	 Bicycle Network	 3.5.3 	 Bicycle Network

	 3.5.4 	 HU Shuttles	 3.5.4 	 HU Shuttles

	 3.5.5 	 Public Transit	 3.5.5 	 Public Transit

	 3.5.6 	 Parking	 3.5.6 	 Parking

3.6 	 Infrastructure & Utility Systems3.6 	 Infrastructure & Utility Systems
	

37
37
38

39
40

44
46
47
49
53
55
55
58
61
61
64
65
67
67
69
71
71
72
72
73
73
77
77
81
81
81
85
85
87
89
91



Howard Universityiii

Section 4
Planning For The Future	                  	              
4.1 	 Planning Themes

	 4.1.1 	 Planning Goals

	 4.1.2 	 Planning Principles

	 4.1.3 	 Major Capital Projects

	 4.1.4 	 Campus Population Growth

	 4.1.5 	 The Future Campus

	 4.1.6 	 Interdisciplinary Aggregation

	 4.1.7 	 Institutional Priorities

	 4.1.8 	 Planning Process

4.2 	 Development Strategy

	 4.2.1 	 Proposed Development Programs

4.3 	 Conservation Strategy

	 4.3.1 	 Treatment of Historic Resources

	 4.3.2 	 Proposed Landscape & Open Space

	 4.3.3 	 Sustainability Considerations

	 4.3.4 	 Proposed Infrastructure & Utilities

4.4 	 Transportation & Parking Strategy

	 4.4.1 	 Transportation Planning Principles

	 4.4.2 	 Parking Supply

	 4.4.3 	 Loading & Access

	 4.4.4	  Streetscape Treatment

	 4.4.5 	 Signage & Wayfinding

	 4.4.6 	 Comprehensive Transportation 				  

		  Review

	 4.4.7 	 Transportation Demand 					   

		  Management

4.5 	 Implementation Considerations

	 4.5.1 	 Overview of Action-Based 					   

		  Sequencing

	 4.5.2 	 Modernizing the Power Plant

	 4.5.3 	 Healthcare, Health Sciences and 				  

		  STEM

	 4.5.4 	 Apartment-Style Student 					   

		  Residences

	 4.5.5 	 Howard University Union	

	 4.5.6 	 Intercollegiate Athletics Annex

4.6	 Infrastructure & Utility SystemsInfrastructure & Utility Systems

100

100		

101	  

102		

102		

103

104

104

106

107	

107

123

123

124

131

137

142

142

143	  

143

148

153	

155

155

155

155

155

156

158

159

161

163-169



ivMarch 2020 l Central Campus Plan 

Section 5
Appendices
5.1	 HU Program Plans 

		  HU Student Union

		  Apartment Style Residences

5.2	 Howard University in the District of Columbia Report



Howard Universityv

•	 3.1	  	 Howard in DC

•	 3.2	  	 Anacostia Watershed

•	 3.3		  DC Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use

•	 3.4		  OP Proposed Future Land Use Map Amendment

•	 3.5		  OP Proposed Generalized Policy Map 			
		  Amendment	

•	 3.6	  	 Existing DC Land Use

•	 3.7	  	 Existing Zoning Map

•	 3.8 		  2019 Amended Campus Boundary

•	 3.9 		  HU Campus Boundary with Squares/Lots

•	 3.10 	 1932 Cassell HU Master Plan Rendering

•	 3.11		  Existing Campus

•	 3.12		 Historic Resources

•	 3.13		 Building by Use

•	 3.14		 Building Condition

•	 3.15		 Landscape & Tree Canopy

•	 3.16		 Landscape & Tree Canopy

•	 3.17		  Permeable Surface

•	 3.18		 Topography

•	 3.19		 Elevation: Georgia Avenue NW - East View

•	 3.20		 Pedestrian Areas of Focus

•	 3.21		 Roadways

•	 3.22		 North/South Roads

•	 3.23		 East/West Roads

•	 3.24		 Bicycle Routes

•	 3.25		 HU Shuttle Routes

•	 3.26		 Main Nodes and Roads

•	 3.27		 Public Transit Routes

•	 2.1	  	 Neighborhoods

•	 1.1	  	 Proposed Camous Plan

•	 1.2		  Proposed Underground Parking

•	 1.3		  Decommission and Demolition Plan

•	 4.1		  Campus Plan Perspective from Reservoir

•	 4.2		  Proposed Campus Plan

•	 4.3		  Athletic Annex in Context

•	 4.4		  Athletic Annex: Massing Study

•	 4.5		  Athletic Annex: Section

•	 4.6		  Athletic Annex in Context

•	 4.7		  Athletic Annex: Plan View

•	 4.8		  Center for Arts & Communication in 			 
		  Context

•	 4.9		  Center for Arts & Communication: 			 
		  Massing Study

•	 4.10		 Center for Arts & Communication: 			 
		  Section

•	 4.11		  Center for Arts & Communication in 			 
		  Context

•	 4.12		 Center for Arts & Communication: 			 
		  Plan View

•	 4.13		 Recreation & Student Union Fusion in Context

•	 4.14		 Recreation & Student Union Fusion:            		
		  Massing Study

•	 4.15		 Recreation & Student Union Fusion: 			 
		  Section

•	 4.16		 Recreation & Student Union Fusion in Context

•	 4.17		  Recreation & Student Union Fusion: Plan View

•	 4.18		 Health Science Complex: Context

•	 4.19		 Health Science Complex: Massing Study

•	 4.20		 Health Science Complex: Section

•	 4.21		 Health Science Complex: Context

•	 4.22		 Health Science Complex: Plan View

Figures 

Section 1- Figures

Section 4 - Figures

Section 3 - Figures

Section 2 - Figures

•	 3.28		 Existing Vehicle Access

•	 3.29		 Existing Parking by Core vs. Peripheral Access

•	 3.30	 Existing Parking

•	 3.31		 Existing Water Distribution

•	 3.32		 Existing Electrical Distribution

•	 3.33		 Steam Distribution

•	 3.34		 Combined Sewer Distribution

•	 3.35		 Gas Distribution

•	 3.36		 Fiber Optic Distribution



viMarch 2020 l Central Campus Plan 

•	 4.23		 STEM Building in Context

•	 4.24		 STEM Building: Massing Study

•	 4.25		 STEM Building: Section

•	 4.26		 STEM Building in Context

•	 4.27		 STEM Building: Plan View

•	 4.28		 Apartment Style Residences in Context

•	 4.29		 Apartment Style Residences: Massing Study

•	 4.30	 Apartment Style Residences:             			 
		  Section

•	 4.31		 Apartment Style Residences in Context

•	 4.32		 Apartment Style Residences: Plan View

•	 4.33		 Howard University Hospital & Medical Office       		
		  in Context

•	 4.34		 Howard University Hospital & Medical Office: 	 	
		  Massing Study

•	 4.35		 Howard University Hospital & Medical Office: 	 	
		  Section

•	 4.36		 Howard University Hospital & Medical Office       		
		  in Context

•	 4.37		 Howard University Hospital & Medical Office: 	 	
		  Plan View

•	 4.38		 Proposed Trees vs. Existing

•	 4.39		 The Yard perspective

•	 4.40		 The Yard plan

•	 4.41		 Hospital Plaza Landscape

•	 4.42		 Hospital Plaza Perspective

•	 4.43		 Gateway to the Apartments Plan

•	 4.44		 In-between Medical Offices and the HUH 	 	
		  perspective

•	 4.45		 Connections & Nodes

•	 4.46		 Proposed Pervious vs. Impervious

•	 4.47		 Stormwater Management

•	 4.48		 Intensive vs. Extensive Green Roofs

•	 4.49		 Bioretention Diagram

•	 4.50	 Cistern Diagram

•	 4.51		 Permeable Pavers

•	 4.52		 Tree Planting

•	 4.53		 Proposed Parking by Core vs. Peripheral Access

•	 4.54		 Existing Parking by Core vs. Peripheral Access

•	 4.55		 Removed Campus Parking Lots

•	 4.56		 Proposed Underground Parking

•	 4.57		 Existing Vehicle and Loading Access

•	 4.58	 Proposed Vehicle and Loading Access

•	 4.59		 Existing Howard Pl. section

•	 4.60	 Proposed Howard Pl. Section

•	 4.61`	 Trepid Bioretention

•	 4.62		 Continuous Treepit

•	 4.63		 Existing Bryant St. section

•	 4.64		 Proposed Bryant St. section

•	 4.65		 continuous Treepit - Lid Planter

•	 4.66		 Planting Bio Swaled at Hospital Drive

•	 4.67		 Georgia Ave. at School of Architecture

•	 4.68		 Georgia Ave. at College of Engineering

•	 4.69		 Georgia Ave. at Wonder Plaza

•	 4.70		 Georgia Ave. at Miner Building

•	 4.71		  Campus and Building Signs

•	 4.72		 Vehicular, Parking and Shuttles Signs

•	 4.73		 Orientation & Pedestrian Signs

•	 4.74		 Elevations of Signs

•	 4.75-4.90	 Sequencing Diagrams

•	 4.91		 Decommission & Demolition Phasing

•	 4.92		 Proposed Gas Distribution

•	 4.93		 Proposed Water Distribution

•	 4.94		 Proposed Electric Exhibit

•	 4.95		 Proposed Sewer Distribution

•	 4.96		 Proposed Fiber Optic Exhibit

•	 4.97		 Proposed Steam Pipe Exhibit



Howard Universityvii

Tables 

•	 3.1		  RA-2 Zones

•	 3.2		  RA-5 Zones

•	 3.3		  MU-2 Zones

•	 3.4		  MU-4 Zones

•	 3.5		  PDR-2 Zones

•	 3.6		  PDR-3 Zones

•	 3.7 		  Existing FAR

•	 3.8		  Building Condition

•	 3.9		  Instructional Space Count

•	 3.10		 Projected Student Population Growth

•	 3.11		  Analysis Process Diagram

•	 3.12		 Heritage Tree Chart

•	 3.13		 Public Transit Routes

•	 3.14		 Parking Space Count by Lot

•	 1.1		  Existing FAR

•	 1.2		  Proposed FAR

•	 1.3		  Renovation Matrix

•	 2.1		  Central Campus Enrollment

•	 4.1		  Projected Student Population Growth

•	 4.2		  Proposed FAR

•	 4.3		  Renovation Matrix

•	 4.4		  Athletics Annex  Site Zoning Requirements

•	 4.5		  Athletics Annex Building Data

•	 4.6		  CAC Site Zoning Requirements

•	 4.7		  CAC Building Data

•	 4.8		  Howard University Union Zoning Requirements

•	 4.9		  Howard University Union Data

•	 4.10		 Health Science Complex Zoning Requirements

•	 4.11		  Health Science Complex Data

•	 4.12		 STEM Site Zoning Requirements	

•	 4.13		 STEM Building Data

•	 4.14		 Apartments Site Zoning Requirements

•	 4.15		 Apartments Building Data

•	 4.16		 HU Hospital & Medical Arts Zoning Requirement

•	 4.17		  HU Hospital & Medical Arts Building Data

•	 4.18		 Sustainability Benchmark

•	 4.19		 Sustainability Wheel

Section 3 - Tables

Section 4 - Tables

Section 2 - Tables

Section 1 - Tables



viiiMarch 2020 l Central Campus Plan 

(Intentionally Blank)


